
T h e Mosque be ing within a few feet of them, the 
Mussulmans could perform their ablutions at the 
threshold. Around the font, women were inter
mingled with a crowd of men and boys . T h e 
girls and lads were regular in features and good-
looking, though dirt and torn clothing of var ious 
gaudy colours g a v e a picturesque, but hardly an 
attractive, appearance to the group. T h e bazaar was 
entered at right angles with the quay ; the streets 
were paved with stones of irregular size, s loping from 
both sides towards the centre, which formed the gutter . 
Camels, mules, bullock-carts, and the omnipresent 
donkeys thronged the narrow streets, either laden with 
produce for the quay, or returning after h a v i n g 
delivered their heavy loads. T h e donkeys were v e r y 
large and were mostly dark brown, with considerable 
length of hair. In like manner with the camels, they 
were carefully protected by thick and well stuffed 
packs, or saddles, and were accordingly free from 
sores. T h e y appeared to be exceed ing ly docile and 
intelligent, and did not require the incessant bela
bouring to which the ass of other countries is the 
victim. L a r g e droves of these animals, each 
laden with three heavy squared stones for building, 
picked their way through the narrow streets, and 
seemed to know exactly the space required for their 
panniers, as they never collided with either carts or 
passengers. 

T h e shops of the bazaar were all open, and con
tained the supplies usually seen in T u r k i s h markets 
—vegetab les , meat, and a predominance of nat ive 
sweets and confectionery, in addition to stores of 
groceries, and of copper and brass utensils. A n 
absence of fish proved the general indolence of the 


