
through crevices to a cistern some yards below. T h i s 
cistern was within a few feet of the cypress-tree, and" 
accounted for its superior growth, as the roots hadi 
been duly nourished. A b o u t a hundred feet above 
this spot were the ruins of an ancient G r e e k churchy 
that had no doubt been associated with the ho ly 
dripping fountain, and thé solitary tree had been-
spared from the ruthless axes of the l ime-burner* 
through some superstition connected with the spot i 
O n arrival at the crumbling ruins of the church w l 
dismounted from our animals, and put them in the? 
rude stable of the lime-burners w h o had located! 
themselves among the walls o f the once religious^ 
buildings, which they had conver ted into huts . Animals ! 
could g o no farther ; w e therefore continued the ascentl 
on foot, to the delight of my dogs, w h o seemed ten 
think it looked more like business. 

T h e r e was a large g rowth of the usual shrubs, 
arbutus, mastic, and dwarf-cypress, and the surface^ 
of the ground was so completely covered with massea 
of rock that wa lk ing was most difficult. Notwithstanding! 
the apparent barrenness of the locality, w e arrived a t 
a tolerably even surface of rich brown soil in a hollow 
near the shoulder of the mountain ; this had recently 
been cleared for cultivation by the l ime-burners to the 
extent of about two acres, and I remarked that both 
pine-trees and cypresses as thick as a man's thigh had 
recently been felled and burnt in spite of the gove rn 
ment stringent regulations. In these out-of-the-way 
localities the natives can laugh at l aws and special 
enactments. 

U p o n arrival at the crest of the mountain, which 
formed a shoulder for a peak of s i lvery rocks, about 
100 feet above me, my aneroid showed 1830 feet 


