
made some fortunate shots, ki l l ing one with the rifle 
at upwards o f 200 yards, and disabling the other at 
about 250. T h e r e appeared to be more signs of game 
in this part of the country, as the cock francolins were 
crowing in many directions throughout our route, until 
we arrived at Polis, or, in full, " Po l i - ton-Krysokhus . " 

T h i s place was formerly important as one of the 
principal mineral centres of the island, and the large 
accumulations of scoriae in several mounds near the coast 
prove that mining operations were conducted upon an 
extensive scale. A concession had recently been granted 
to a small private company for the work ing of copper 
in this neighbourhood, and should the existence of 
metallic wealth be p roved there can be no doubt 
that capital will be embarked in mining enterprises, 
and the locality will recover its former importance. 
O n the other hand, all mining adventures should be 
conducted with the greates t caution. A common 
error is committed by sanguine speculators in follow
ing the footsteps of the ancients, upon the supposition 
that because in former ages a locality was product ive, 
it should remain in the same profitable condition. 
Noth ing can be more erroneous ; it is genera l ly poor 
gleaning after the Phoenicians. T h e bronze of those 
extraordinary miners and metallurgists was renowned 
above all other qualities ; they worked the copper-
mines of C y p r u s and the tin-mines of Cornwal l , but 
the expenses o f w o r k i n g a mine in those days bore no 
comparison with the outlay of modern times. S l a v e s 
were employed as a genera l rule : forced labour was 
obtainable ; and the general conditions of the labour-
market were utterly at var iance with those of the 
present day. T h e ancient miners would seldom have 
abandoned their veins of ore until they were complete ly 


