
with a v iew to rel ieve and redress the many gr ievances 
of which consumers complain, and in the meanwhile 
the collection of the imposts is suspended. Should 
the result p rove to be the elaboration of a fair, 
reasonable, and consistent scale of duties, the revival 
of the wine trade may be reasonably looked forward 
to, and under sound regulations, and intelligent 
fostering the trade would undoubtedly become a large 
and profitable one to this island." 

In 1876, the year fol lowing the promised reform, 
Consul Piérides reports :— 

" T h e quanti ty of all sorts of wine produced was 
much below that of 1875. T h e principal shipments 
were made to Tr i e s t e and Venice . T h e collection of 
the imposts, which was for a short time suspended, has 
recommenced, and the manner in which it is conducted 
is still arbitrary and vexat ious , whi le remonstrances 
have hitherto been of no avail . I t is t ime for the 
government to put an end to these gr ievances , which 
indeed threaten to destroy one of the best resources 
of the island." 

In 1877 Consul W a t k i n s reports :— 

" T h e manufacture of wine here is grea t ly on the 
decrease ; for, o w i n g to all sorts of unreasonable 
regulations, and to the vexat ious mode of their 
application, cult ivators now prefer mak ing their grapes 
into rasins." 

H e r e w e have consecut ive officiai reports from three 
different British consuls dur ing 1875-1877 . T h e 
British occupation took place in 1878—I am wri t ing 
in 1879—and although the gr ievances of the Cypr ian 
wine-growers were sufficiently aggrava ted to call for 
the v igorous reports and protests of three different 
British consuls during the Turk i sh administration, 


