
become heated to a h igh degree, and should c l o u d s ! 
pass overhead, the vapour would not condense, bu t , . 
on the contrary, it migh t disperse upon contact w i t h ! 
the heated surface. I f the summits were clothed with 
forests, the rocks and soil, be ing shaded from the sun, 
would remain cool, and the low temperature of earth* 
and foliage would condense the vapour and produce 
rain. It is well known that trees exer t a direct 
influence upon meteorological phenomena, therefore 
should forests be totally destroyed, a change may be 
expected in the temperature, at tended by a corre
sponding decrease in the rainfall. It is obv ious that 
should a country be entirely covered with trees and 
jungle , it will be too · damp and unheal thy for the! 
occupation of man ; and should it be absolutely barren 
of forest, it will possess a minimum rainfall ; therefore 
in all countries that are expec ted to deve lop agricultural 
resources, the due proportions o f woods and forests 
require special attention. 

In ancient days there can be no question that Cyprus 
was rich in timber, and that the mountainous districts 
were thickly clothed to their summits with valuable 
wood va ry ing in species according to altitude. A t the 
risk of repetition I must describe the qualities which 
now exist, and which were no doubt expor ted from 
the island, and became wide ly known and appreciated 
in the early days of Cypr ian prosperity. 

Oaks.—There are several variet ies of oak , but large 
park-l ike t imber of this species is exceedingly scarce, 
and al though met with occasionally in grand spreading 
trees with trunks of large girth, they are only sufficient 
to prove the destruction that has befallen their race. 
It is most probable that the oak was largely exported 
for ship-building ; but as an avai lable forest-tree it 


