
afford an independent department of " W o o d s and 
Forests ." If the country is to continue in this slip
shod form it is a disgrace to England . T h e r e is time 
to save the forests from absolute destruction, and in 
my own opinion, before any th ing is done beyond the 
necessary roads and irrigation loans, eve ry possible 
attention should be concentrated upon the protection 
and development of forest-trees. 

T h e position at this moment is as follows. T h r o u g h 
out the entire mountain range there are not 5 per cent, 
of pines free from mutilation. 

T h e whole of Troodos , and the mountain districts 
from near Li throdondo to as far west as Poli-ton-
Khrysokus , are naturally adapted for the growth of 
pines and cypress, which love the soil of the plutonic 
rocks, and dr ive their roots deep into the interstices, 
deriving nourishment where nothing else would thrive. 
Upon the highest altitudes there is not a dwarf shrub 
to cover the surface of the loose coffee-coloured rocks, 
where in the winter the snow accumulates to a depth 
of twenty feet, ye t there w e find the pines and cypress 
in their greatest v i g o u r ; but even to these solitary 
heights the Cypr io te has penetrated with his un
sparing axe, and has created a desolation that must 
be seen to be understood. T h e r e is no sight so exas 
perating as this uncalled-for destruction ; it is beyond 
all belief, and when the amount of labour is considered 
that must have been expended in this indiscriminate 
attack upon forest-trees that are left to rot upon the 
ground where they have fallen, the object of the 
attack is at first s ight inconceivable. T h e sight of 
a mountain pine-forest in Cyprus would convey the 
impression that an enemy who had conquered the 
country had determined to utterly destroy it, even 


