
means of a simple but effective method, which will 
render their names historical as the greatest benefactors 
in an island that has seldom known aught but oppressors. 

T h e idea originated with S ignor Richard Mattei, 
who is the largest landed proprietor in Cyprus . It 
is much to be regretted that professional entomologists 
can seldom assist us in the eradication of insect 
p l agues ; they can explain their habits, but they are 
useless as allies against their attacks. M . Mattei had 
observed that the young locusts invariably marched 
straight ahead, and turned neither to the right or left ; 
he had also remarked that upon arrival at an obstacle 
they would endeavour to climb over , instead of g o i n g 
round it. U n d e r these peculiarities of natural instinct 
a v e r y simple arrangement sufficed to lead them to 
destruction. Pits were dug about three or four feet 
deep at r ight angles with the line of march, and screens 
of cotton cloth edged at the bottom with oil-skin were 
arranged something after the fashion of stop-nets for 
ground g a m e in covert-shoot ing in Eng land . T h i s wall , 
with a sl ippery groundwork, prevented the insects from 
proceeding. A s they never turn back, they were 
obliged to search s ideways for a passage, and \vere 
thus led into the pits in millions, where they were 
destroyed b y bury ing the masses beneath heaps of 
earth. I f a few gal lons of petroleum were sprinkled 
over them, and fire applied, much trouble would be 
saved. T h i s is a crude method of insect destruction 
which could be improved upon, but great praise is due 
to the efforts of M . Richard Mattei and Said Pacha 
for hav ing devoted their energies so successfully to 
the eradication o f a scourge which proved its ancient 
importance from the Biblical registration of a curse 
upon the Egyp t i ans . 


