
range of the Carpas mountains. T h e path led to a 
village almost concealed amongst dwarf-cypress and 
pines, at a spot where the ascent commenced to a 
deep gorge forming a gap between the heights upon 
either side, through which the road was being 
rendered accessible for wheeled conveyances to 
SKyrenia. 

W e had quitted the Messar ia and its misery ; thank 
•Heaven, w e once more looked upon green trees, and 
magnificent cliffs of compact grey limestone tinted 
with various colours according to the presence of 
metallic substances, instead of wearying the eyes with 
the depressing brown of a withered surface. T h e 
road was improving under the hands of several 
working parties, and the animals stepped along at a 
cheerful pace. O n the left hand were exceedingly 
steep slopes, ascending for several hundred yards to 
the base of cliffs, which rose in many places almost 
perpendicular to the height of more than 2000 feet 
above the sea. U p o n our right w e skirted a deep 
ravine, the bottom and sides of which were completely 
covered with mastic shrubs, and myrtles. A b o v e this 
gorge the cliffs rose in imposing grandeur to about 
3000 feet, the clefts being filled with evergreens ; and 
in some unapproachable heights which man had not 
invaded the Pinus marilima ornamented the grey crags 
with its foliage of pale green. 

W e should have turned off to the left towards 
St. Hilarion, but, without a guide, w e overshot the 
path, and having ridden about three miles through 
the gorge, always ascending, w e suddenly burst upon 
the magnificent v i ew of the northern side. A t 
this moment a "few h e a v y drops of rain fell from 
inky clouds which had been gathering among the 


