
and monitions he had received concerning his future 
conduct regarding early starting and attention to m y 
orders. Captain W a u c h o p e had kindly furnished me 
with an excellent T u r k i s h zaphtieh, or mounted police­
man, whose red j acke t and fez commanded a certain 
respect. T h i s man was mounted upon a strong, wel l -
built, and exceedingly act ive pony, or small horse, which 
led the way, as our new guide thoroughly knew the 
country. 

W h i l e all hands were pi tching the tent upon a sandy 
turf within a few yards of the sea-beach I took the 
dogs for a ramble up the th ick ly-wooded val ley a long 

'•"the banks of the stream, as I had observed a number 
of blue-rock p igeons among the whi te cliffs, and I 
thought I might perhaps find a hare for the even ing 
stew. I kil led some pigeons, but did not m o v e a hare, 
although the d o g s worked through most promis ing 
ground, where green crops ' upon the flat bot tom sur­
rounded by thick cover ts afford both food and shelter. 
W e were returning to camp when I suddenly heard 
Mer ry and Sho t bark ing savage ly in some thick 
bushes upon the steep bank of the stream. A t first 
I thought they had found a hedgehog , which was 
always Shot 's amusement, as he constantly brought 
them into camp after he had managed to obtain a 
hold of their pr ickly bodies. T h e bark ing continued, 
and as I could not penetrate the bush, I called the 
dogs off. T h e y joined me almost immediately, 
looking rather scared. It now occurred to me that 
they might have found a snake, as a few days ago 
I had heard Mer ry bark ing in a similar manner, and 
upon jo in ing him I had discovered a snake coiled up 
with head erect in an attitude of defence. I had killed 
the snake and scolded the dog, as I feared he would 


