
one foot above the ground, and two e y e s are supposed ; 

to be left upon each spur. But I have watched t h e l 
cultivators during the process, and observed the u s u a l ! 
neglect ; sometimes the spurs were shaved off com- ! 
pletely, without a bud for nex t year ' s shoot, and at i 
others too many buds were left, that would weaken f 
and disfigure the parent s tem. T h e instrument for 
pruning was similar to a v e r y small reaping-hook, with | 
a handle about a foot in length, and the delicate I 
operation was conducted with a rapidity that r e n d e r e d ! 
the necessary care impossible. Af t e r the clear ing o f f 
the refuse the land is carefully p loughed and cleaned. 

I visi ted some large wine-stores in Larnaca , w h e r e , 
casks o f about 300 gal lons each were arranged in long j 
parallel rows, all filled with commander ia of various 
ages and corresponding prices. 

H a v i n g now traced the l iquor from the original ] 
v ineyard into the merchant 's store, it will be i n - ' j 
teresting to examine the ne twork of obstructions and ! 
extortions to which the unfortunate wine-grower is* 
exposed before he can del iver his produce into the^ 
hands of the merchant, either at L imaso l or e lsewhere t1 

Consul Riddel l reported officially in 1875 asT 
follows :—. 

" T h e .wine trade of Cyprus w a s last year e x ! 
ceptionally large, owing to the abundant produce of' 
the vineyards in 1874. T h e outcome of grapes and 
wines in 1875 did not exceed an ordinary average,* 
and growers still complain loudly that the imposts 
upon wines, reckoning from the grape to the vat, are 
so heavy—amount ing to about 35 or 40 per cent .—and 
their imposition and collection so v e r y arbitrary and 
unequal, that many vineyards are be ing abandoned. 

" T h e government , it is said, have under considera
tion the anomalous state of the wine trade in Cyprus , 


