
stripped is serviceable fo r ty ing plants or securing 
fences in lieu of cord. F o r lack of s i lkworms the] 
monastery mulberry-trees had several seasons of growth, 
and the shoots were serviceable for our work. T h e 
ceiling of our opera-box was cloth, with a curtain of 
about three feet suspended a long the front, which 
broke the morning sun as it topped the high ridge of 
the mountain on the other side of the gorge , about 
a thousand feet above us. T h e shed was carpeted 
with mats and furnished roughly with a table and 
chairs ; hat-pegs were suspended around, made from 
the red-barked wood of the arbutus, s imply cut so 
that by invert ing the branch with the s tem attached to 
a cord, t h e twigs, cut at proper lengths, would form 
convenient hooks . 

F r o m this cool hermi tage w e looked down upon the 
dense foliage of rounded mulberry- tops and the fruit-
trees of the gardens within the go rge , whi le exact ly in 
our front, a hundred yards across the deep ravine, 
was the rocky steep of the mountain side, densely 
clothed with i lex and arbutus, until the still h igher 
altitudes banished all underwood, and the upper 
ranges of T r o o d o s exhibi ted a surface of barren 
rocks clothed with tall pines and cypress , 2000 feet 
above us. 

B y the time w e had C o m p l e t e d our permanent 
camp a certain degree of improvement had t a k e n 
place in the people, as wel l as in the actual cleanliness 
of the locality. E v e r y b o d y washed his, or her, face 
and hands. T h e customs of the monks had s o far 
reformed that the immediate neighbourhood was n o 
longer offensive. W h e n strangers with mules arrived 
the road was immediately swept, and upon Saturday 
evenings a general embell ishment took place in honour 


