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might be better nuderstond, to desputeh tu Venice Messer Niccolo Donato, who had been
#ent on & mission to the island, and wax «till with his two galleys in the harbowr of Famagosta;
with whomn there reached Venice Mounsignur Girolane Ragazzoni, Bishop of the city, n
man fully acgnainted with the position, mul admirably adapted for this duty.

The city of Famagosta is situated at the East end of the Island of Cyprus on a low shore
close to the sen, whence it had its Greek name Amathus which means hidden in the sand.
It stands almost in the centre of a semicirele formed by two promontories, Carpasio aud
Pedaglio, called by men of onr day the one Cape Sant’ Andren, the other Cape della tirvecia.
The former runs ont for a distauce of over ninety miles, and breaking the circle, makes an
end to the island towards the north in a very sharp point. This timct was of old called
Salaminia from the ancient eity of Salamina, built by Teueer after the fall of Troy, and
afterwards Costanza. Some truces of this romain, and, perhaps to mark the former glory of
their city, they are still called by the natives “(Md Famagosta.” The city has a harbonr,
lying between east and novth, furmed by certain shoals and rocks, broken here and there by
namow channels, which catch the firat force of the waves, and guard from storins the kel
bay which lies between themn and the shore; but the depth of this is but wanall, so that few
vessels of any size can anclior in it. The entrance faces north, and is clusad with a chain
+ attached to a spur of rock which jots out some forty pacex from the fortrems; while a small
castle, with four towers of antiyue style, commands the harbour. The lines of the fortifica-
tions form an imperfect square, for they run from the seashore from west to north in zigzags,
and enclose a gradnally widening space, 8o that the sides are to xome extent nnequol: two of
them face the sea, and two the land: in one of the latter was a xmall hexagonal tower called
Diamantino, in which was the so-called Limisso gate. Iu the other is a bastion of great
size built a few years before the siege, with double flanks, a broad frout and orillons, arranged
for a modern battery. The cirenit of the fortress was rather inore than two Italian miles, the
whole encloged by an excellont wall of squared stone (fufu or Mefa). On the land side it was
wwenty feet thick, with a platform of twelve paces, above which rose a parapet over four feet
in height: the ditch on every side was fifteen or at least twelve paces broad, chiefly ent ont
of the ruck, but where this broke off, a covnterscarp was bnilt of stone. Set abont the walls
were many towers, but most of them go small that they allowed rvom for small pieces of
artillery only: a few of larger capacity between the Limisso gate and the Arsenal, called from
their shape demi-lunes, were in many respects equally defective, but were considered stronger
and more useful becanse they were vanlted, aud allowed means of exit on either side. The
country round the fortross is all perfectly flat, only on the northwest and north a fow villages
arv Luilt un ground which rises into something like low hilly, lictle more than a mile from
the city. There was an impression that the enemy would p in this direction, both
because the fort was weaker on that side, and also becanse theve were caves, whence the
peuple of Famagosta nsed to dig stone for their Luildings, within which & large nnmber of
men might be safely and conveniently lodged. But the Turks were aware that, according to
their faghion of camping, the ground wonld not snit them, beeanse of the vocks which lay all
abont, and spread out their whole force along the shore on the other side, where it stretches
for three miles from the city to the sea. This part had been full of benutifnl gardens of
oranges, lemons and many other kinds of fruitbearing trecs, hut most of them had been
alveady cut down by the inhabitants theinselves, to leave nothing which wmight be of profit
to the enemy: the ’I‘m-ks however had the use of the many wellx whieh stored for the gardens

d of exqnisitely clear and cold water, most refreshing to troops relaxed and overcome
by the intense heat of the country.






