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followers fled to the fort of Cerines. A good many women 
also took refuge there, and they prepared for a resolute 
defence. 

This news was conveyed to him by Mr Turner, and forth
with, on July 2, the Pasha marched off his troops to Nicosia, 
leaving Meleky Bey, captain of the Turkish war vessel, to 
guard Larnaca with his men, to see that the town was quiet 
and orderly, and the people free from anxiety. 

Qarqa Oghlu, a restless and turbulent spirit, with his 
savage and barbarous followers, had been guilty of fresh out
rages at Salines, for which both the chief and his men had 
been rebuked and threatened by the Pasha. Thereon they 
conceived a bitter hatred towards the inhabitants of both 
towns, and boasted that they would sack every house in 
Larnaca and Salines, Greek, Turkish and European, and kill 
the consuls and their proteges. This was not pleasant hearing, 
but no fear was felt as long as the Pasha was in Larnaca. H e 
knew the ruffianly temper of Qarqa Oghlu, and managed to 
send him off before daylight to Nicosia, and so get him out of 
places with which he chose to be enraged. Four hours after 
Mohammad Bey had left the town a villager brought a story 
that Qarqa Oghlu and his band had met him somewhere off 
the main road, and had threatened that when the Pasha had 
passed on he meant to return that very night to Larnaca to 
ravage the place "with fire and sword. His tale was believed, 
and the whole town was thrown into alarm : some were crying ; 
some flying, some hurriedly burying their treasures in the 
ground. The European merchants tried to place their books 
in safety, and to pack up their more valuable possessions to 
send them on board some vessel. T h e Turkish, Greek and 
European women looked despairingly for some hiding place : 
night was approaching, and with it they expected the arrival of 
the barbarous Caramanians. It was proposed that they should 
seek shelter on board ship, and they flocked in troops to the 
sea shore ; but here they found a difficulty, for Meleky Bey, 


